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Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

Final §401 Water Quality Certification   
 
 

 
December 5, 2008 
 
NPDES Permit Number: IDR05-0000 Multi-Sector General Permit for Stormwater 
Discharges Associated with Industrial Activity (MSGP)  
 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 401(a)(1) of the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (Clean Water Act), as amended, 33 USC Section 1341 (a)(1), and Idaho Code §§ 39-
101 et.seq., and 39-3601 et.seq., the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
has authority to review National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permits and issue a water quality certification decision.    
 
DEQ certifies that if the permittees comply with the terms and conditions imposed by the 
above-referenced permit along with the conditions set forth in this water quality 
certification, then there is reasonable assurance the discharges will comply with the 
applicable requirements of Sections 301, 302, 303, 306, and 307 of the Clean Water Act, 
including the Idaho Water Quality Standards (WQS) (IDAPA 58.01.02) and other 
appropriate water quality requirements of state law. 
 
This certification does not constitute authorization of the permitted activities by any other 
state or federal agency or private person or entity.  This certification does not excuse the 
permit holder from the obligation to obtain any other necessary approvals, authorizations 
or permits, including without limitation, the approval from the owner of a private water 
conveyance system, if one is required, to use the system in connection with the permitted 
activities. 
 
CONDITIONS THAT ARE NECESSARY TO ASSURE COMPLIANCE WITH 
WATER QUALITY STANDARDS 
 
Monitoring for Numeric Effluent Limitations 
Given the inherent variability in stormwater discharges, monitoring for parameters with 
numeric effluent limitations must occur twice per year. 
 
Follow-up Monitoring for Benchmark Concentrations 
If all four quarterly samples do not exceed the benchmark, then the permittee is not 
required to conduct any additional quarterly monitoring for that parameter.   If any of the 
four quarterly samples exceed the benchmark, then the permittee must follow the 
additional requirements in Section 6.2.1.2 of the MSGP, with the following modification: 
 

 If the permittee elects to make any necessary modifications and continue quarterly 
monitoring, such monitoring must occur until the results from four consecutive 
quarters of monitoring are less than the benchmark concentration.  








